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R ichard Norman Thomas was born on January 23,1930 in New Boston, Texas to

William and Susie Garrett Thomas.
He graduated from James Bowie High School in 1948 and from East Texas Baptist

College in 1958. He was a veteran of the Korean War from 1954 to 1956.

He married Martha Ann Routh in 1959, who proceeded him in death on November
17, 2016. Norman was also preceded in death by two sisters and seven brothers.

Norman retired from Magneto Sales in Kilgore, Texas in June 1994. He was a
member of Camille Acres Baptist Church and a member of Gideons International.

Norman is survived by one son Paul David Thomas of Longview, Texas. As well as

many nieces, nephews, and friends.
A Funeral service will be on Monday, December 28, 2020 beginning at 2:00 p.m. at

the Chapel of Rader Funeral Home in Longview. The family will receive friends and
loved ones for a time of visitation one hour prior to the service. Burial will follow the

service at Rosewood Park.

An online memorial guestbook may be signed at www.raderfh.com

Obituary Richard Norman Thomas
JAN  2 3 , 19 3 0  -  DEC  2 1, 2 0 2 0

Richard Norman Thomas
JAN  2 3, 1 930  -  DEC  2 1 , 2 0 2 0
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Cemetery Details

Rosewood Park

1884 FM 1844, Longview TX 75605

Events Richard Norman Thomas
JAN  2 3 , 19 3 0  -  DEC  2 1, 2 0 2 0
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Tribute Wall Richard Norman Thomas
JAN  2 3 , 19 3 0  -  DEC  2 1, 2 0 2 0

Rader  Funeral Home shared aWebcast Video.

December 28 at 9:51 AM

MF Misty Fowler  posted:

I just recently heard about this dear man of God. He truly was a blessing to all who knew him and

even the ones who didn't as he never met a stranger. I always remember him passing out Bibles

to people. I remember when I was a kid, he gave me a New Testament Bible and folded a dollar

bill and placed it inside of the Bible. I still have that Bible and the dollar bill is still inside of it just as

he had placed it. Each time I hear about the Gideon Ministry , I think about him, He was such a

great example of what being a missionary really means - telling others about Jesus right where

He has planted you. He will truly be missed!

January 6 at 11:24 AM

DL Debra  Smith Langford posted:

Bro. Norman was very influential in my life. I remember from a young age, he always said I would

go into mission work some day. At the time I said no way. I was thinking he meant foreign

missions. Well, I am currently serving in a church plant in North Texas. I played the piano for him on

many occasions when he spoke at the Highway 80 Rescue Mission. I also remember when he

would speak he would use a nail in a brown bag as an illustration. I can still see him standing

outside of the school off of school property handing out New Testaments. He will be missed!

January 4 at 10:10 AM

KF Karl & Tracy Foster  sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Thomas family.

December 28 at 5:27 AM

PC Pastor  Eddie Taylor  & Carolyn sent a Basket Full of Wishes to the Thomas

family.

December 27 at 5:28 PM
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Tribute Wall Richard Norman Thomas
JAN  2 3 , 19 3 0  -  DEC  2 1, 2 0 2 0

ET

Leo Dolson December 27 at 5:40 PM

When I first met Bro. Norman, I was a new christian and I had a lot of questions. He always

had a answer for me. He was a big help on helping me put my feet on solid ground of my

christian walk. He will be missed. He is now with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.Leo

Dolson

Eddie Taylor  posted:

As a Baptist Pastor for almost 40 years, I have had many good Church members, but Brother

Norman was more than a good Church member, he was my friend. He was a Pastor’s dream,

extremely supportive and respectful, a true Soul Winner, and a Godly man who loved the Lord

supremely and lived it! I know he is now in the presence of Jesus ............._and I will one day enjoy

his fellowship again.....Pastor Eddie Taylor

December 27 at 5:14 PM

LD

KA Kay Anders posted:

One man that loved the Lord. Loved when we went to him home for praying. Hes with his pretty

wife now and our Lord.

December 27 at 4:45 PM

RC Roger  Carr  posted:

I met Norman, many years ago, Ralph Terzolo keeps track of the time for me. It was at a Gideon's

introduction meeting and Norm was assigned to several of us youngsters who were interested in

investing our lives in an organization that paid eternal dividends. Ralph and I were hooked, and we

joined. This started a grand adventure and much of that adventure was with our friend Norm. He

introduced me to sharing the scriptures with the Walking Dead. Who are the Walking Dead? Jesus

explains that in the 3rd chapter of John found in the Bible. Anyway the word of God has a cure for

the problem of sin which has infected humanity with death. What a fantastic opportunity Norman

introduced me to. That particular meeting occurred in a large motel which is no longer there. Over

the years we met on Saturday mornings for fellowship, a meal, and a time of prayer and

encouragement. Several of these restaurants are no longer in existence. They have past from the

scene, but my friend Norman has just stepped into the presence of the King of Kings, and Jesus

knew his name and joined him with all his friends that had gone before. Norman Thomas ? Ya, I

knew him and I shall be eternally indebted to him for all he taught me about eternal investments.

Roger Carr

December 26 at 8:39 AM
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Media Richard Norman Thomas
JAN  2 3 , 19 3 0  -  DEC  2 1, 2 0 2 0

Rader  Funeral Home shared aWebcast Video. December 28 at 9:51 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Richard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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